
4th of July Bicycle Parade 1 

Garden Oaks Civic Club Minutes 2 

Civic Club Bylaws Change Notice  3 

Itôs All About the ñGreenò 4 

Constable Program Needs Funds 5 

Heard Under the Oak Tree 6 

Advertising & Article Guidelines 7 

Critter Corner 8 

Garden Club News 9 

GO Home Tour Raises $18,000 10 

Beautification Committee News 

Citizens Patrol Program 

11 

11 

Calendar 12 

 

Gazette  July 
J u l y  2 0 0 8  

In This Issueé 

Volume 32  No. 7 

The Garden Oaks  

Next Civic Club Meeting 
Tuesday, July 1st 

The next Civic Club meeting will be 
on Tuesday, July 1st at 7 p.m. in the 

Garden Oaks Elementary School 
cafeteria, 901 Sue Barnett @ Garden 
Oaks Blvd. Babysitting services are 

available at a cost of $1.00 per child. 
Hope to see you there! 

2008 Bicycle Parade Scheduled for Friday, July 4th 
Deanna Zugheri, 2008 Parade Chairman 

 
Garden Oaks 2008 Red, White and 
Blue Bicycle Parade is scheduled for 
Friday, July 4th, beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
at Rick Englert SPARK Park on Sue 
Barnett, with pre-registration beginning 
at 9:30 a.m. 

 
With the enormous patriotic spirit that is 
in this community, it is expected that 
anyone who is not in the parade will be 
on the street cheering.  Bring a lawn 
chair and find a seat along the parade 
route.  
 
The parade begins at the Rick Englert 
SPARK Park, proceeds north on Sue 
Barnett, continues west on the 800 
block of W. 41st, turns right on Alba, 
turns right and continues east on the 
800 block of W. 42nd, where it will turn 
right on Sue Barnett before returning to 
the park. 
 
  

There is a short parade route which 
also begins from the park, proceeds 
north on Sue Barnett, circles Gazebo 
Park from the east, and returns south 
on Sue Barnett back to the park. 
 
First, second and third place prizes 
will be awarded in the following  
categories: 

¶ Strollers & Wagons 

¶ Tricycles 

¶ Youth bicycles (5 and under,  

       6-10 yrs., 11-18 yrs.) 

¶ Adult bicycles 

¶ Floats 

 
Refreshments will be served right  
after the parade.  
 
Volunteers are needed to work the 
registration table, serve as judges, 
parade marshals, and photographers. 
If you are interested in helping,  
con t ac t  Dean na Zugh er i  a t 
Deanna@GardenOaksHomes.com or 
call her at 281-658-4514. 

Deadline for Submission is 
the 15th of Every Month. 

No exceptions. No  
submissions will be  

accepted after this date. 
This allows us to proofread, 
edit, and the printing to be 
done in a timely manner  

for delivery to all  
Garden Oaks Residents. 

Friendly Reminder 

Volunteers Needed!  

mailto:Deanna@GardenOaksHomes.com
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Garden Oaks Civic Club Minutes 

Submitted by Cindy Bartos, Secretary                                       For June 3, 2008   

Program:  Chuck Donnels, CEO of 
Right Place Properties, current 
owner of the former Carterôs Grove 
Apartments presented the plans for 
the complex.  Phase 1 is to be com-
pleted in October of 2008 through 
Phase 6 planned for completion in 
September of 2009. For more infor-
mation Mr. Donnels can be con-
tacted at:  
cdonnels@rightplaceproperties.com 
 
Announcements:  With the resig-
nation of Jonathan Lanz the Civic 
Club is looking for an editor, and a 
proof-reader of The Garden Oaks 
Gazette.  If you are interested in 
any of those positions, please con-
tact one of the officers. 
 
There will be no August meeting of 
the Civic Club due to the reschedul-
ing of the (Texas) National Night 
Out from August to October.  A vote 
will take place at the September 
meeting to change the following by-
law: 3.01  Regular Meetings.  Regu-
lar meetings will be held monthly on 
the first Tuesday of each calendar 
month, except for August for the 
transaction of such businessé 

With the change being: 
ñéexcept for when there is a 
conflict with the meeting date 
and the date of the National 
Night Out for the transactionéò 
 

Ivan Mayers announced the speak-
ers for the July meeting: Kendall 
Baker will do a presentation on the 
city's 3-1-1 program and Alyce Cof-
fey from the Solid Waste Manage-
ment department will answer ques-
tions concerning the cityôs recycling 
program.  He also announced that 
the September meeting will be a 
ñMeet the Candidates Nightò and to 
let him know if thereôs a particular 
candidate you would like to hear. 

  

Meeting adjourned:  8:01 p.m.  
Attendance:  43 

Civic Club Officers 
  
President    James Flowers 
223 W. 31st    713-205-1493 
president@gardenoaks.org 
 

Vice President   Ivan Mayers 
802 Lamonte     713-202-7113 
vicepresident@gardenoaks.org 
 

Treasurer    Jerry Butler 
871 W. 41st    713-822-3175     
j1982b@comcast.net    
 

Secretary    Cindy Bartos 
831 Azalea    713-694-6697    
cbartos@ix.netcom.com     
 

Standing Committee Chairs 
 

Beautification   Brenda de Alba 
744 W. 43rd      713-694-5934    
ferrocem@yahoo.com 
 
Citizens on Patrol   Carl Waters, Jr. 
821 W. 31st        713-864-1992  
GOCOP@gardenoaks.org 
 
GardenOaks.org    Joe Muscara 
750 Sue Barnett    713-691-6833      
webmaster@gardenoaks.org 
 
GardenOaks.org Co-chair 
Josh Hamilton 
858 Azalea    713-695-7347      
 
Membership    Dian Austin 
733 W. 42nd     713-691-6505     
DKA2007@comcast.net 
 
Constable Program   Terry Jeanes 
922 W. 41st      713-812-9154  
terry@terryjeanes.com 
 

   
 Gazette Contacts 
 
Interim Gazette Editor  Sheila Briones    
412 W. 34th    713-861-8091 
sbriones@hotmail.com 
 

Advertising Director 
Open 
 
Graphic Design  James Burciaga    
830 W. 43rd     713-868-4447  
James@burciaga-inc.com    
 

Volunteer Editor/Proofreader 
Carol Smith  
 
Delivery   Dian Austin   
733 W. 42nd    713-691-6505 
DKA2007@comcast.net  

Welcome: 
President James Flowers called 
the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.  
A motion was made and seconded 
to accept the May minutes as they 
appeared in the Gazette. 
Treasurerôs Report:   
Jerry Butler presented the current 
income and expense report for the 
Civic Club and had detailed copies 
available at the meeting.  Funding 
for the Constableôs Program is 
available through August of this 
year. 
Standing Committee Reports: 

¶ Beautification:  Ed de Alba re-

ported there are no work days 
planned through the summer ï too 
hot. 

¶ Constable Program:  Terry 

Jeanes reported on 2 break-ins in 
the last month.  She reminded 
residents to set their alarms if they 
have them.  Vacation Watch forms 
are available through the Consta-
bleôs Program.  There will be a 
Constableôs Program mail out in 
October. 

¶ Garden Oaks Citizenôs Patrol:  
Carl Waters reported having 5 
crimes reported in April, bringing 
the total for the year to 18.  This 
compares with 41 at the same 
time last year.  He encouraged 
members to join the program and 
said the training this month will be 
good for a 2-year certification. 

¶ Membership:  Carl Waters won 

the raffle drawing of a Lowes gift 
card, but declined having won at 
the last meeting.  James Burciaga 
was the ultimate winner of the gift 
card. 
 
Garden Oaks Maintenance  
Organization (GOMO):   
Ed de Alba announced there 
would be a meeting immediately 
following the Civic Club meeting.   
 
Old Business:  none 
New Business: none 

mailto:cdonnels@rightplaceproperties.com


Civic Club Bylaws Change Notification 

Lori Kennedy 
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Need Something  
Shredded?  

 
Data Shredding Services,  

located in the Pine Forest In-
dustrial Park @ 553 W. 38 th , 

will shred your papers. Itõs sim-
ple, fast and cheap.  

 
Call 713 -463 -9300 to make an 

appointment Monday through 

Friday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mini-
mum price is $30 cash for one 

to five copy -paper sized boxes 
of documents. If you charge it 

or write a check, it's $35.  
 

No presorting is necessary. 

They shred paper clips, staples, 
heavy -duty clips, three -ring 

binders and computer disks. 
All shredded material is recy-

cled. They unload the boxes for 
you and you can watch the 

data being shredded.  

Shannon & Associates, Inc. 

 
Shannon L. Nelson, ASID 

Registered Interior Designer #2026 

 

Studio 713-802-9301 

Fax 713-802-0071 

Wireless 713-304-2551 

 
Residential & Commercial Interior Design 

Renovation * Construction 

 

208 W. 34TH STREET  HOUSTON, TEXAS 77018 

 
Each year Garden Oaks partici-
pates in National Night Out (NNO) 
on the first Tuesday of August.   
Because Garden Oaks has  
participated in NNO so regularly 
and the Civic Club promotes  
participation in the event, an  
exception was made years ago in 
the bylaws to allow NNO in lieu of 
the regular Civic Club meeting.   
 
This year Houston is observing the 
annual neighborhood crime  
prevention and awareness night in 
October. In order to participate in 
this October's event (and any future 
ones), the Civic Club needs to 
make a change in the bylaws.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The current bylaws state: 
"3.01  Regular Meetings.  Regular 
meetings will be held monthly on 
the first Tuesday of each calendar 
month, except for August for the 
transaction of such business as 
may come before the meeting, 
unless suspended or changed by 
a vote of the majority of the Mem-
bers at a regular meeting. If the 
day fixed for the regular meeting 
will be on a legal holiday in the 
State of Texas, such meeting will 
be held on the next succeeding 
business day." 
 
It is proposed for the bylaws will 
be changed to read as follows: 
 
"3.01 Regular Meetings. Regular 
meetings will be held monthly on 
the first Tuesday of each calendar 
month, except for when there is a 
conflict with the meeting date and 
the date of the National Night Out 
(or such other neighborhood crime 
prevention/awareness event as 
supported by local law enforce-
ment) for the transaction of such 
business as may come before the 
meeting, unless suspended or 
changed by a vote of the majority 
of the Members at a regular meet-
ing. If the day fixed for the regular 
meeting will be on a legal holiday 
in the State of Texas, such meet-
ing will be held on the next suc-
ceeding business day." 
 

The bylaws change is being an-
nounced in this Gazette and will 
also be announced at the July 
meeting. To comply with the 30 
days' notice required to change 
the bylaws, the vote on the bylaws 
change will take place at the  
September 2, 2008 Civic Club 
meeting. 
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Itôs All About the ñGreenò  
Dian Austin  

 
GOMO Board of Directors 

     

  Section 1: 
  Graham Gips (2010) 
  Home: 713-824-9204 
  408 W. 31st  
  graham.gips@gmail.com 
 
  Kathy Horner (2009) 
  Cell: 713-385-2050 
  527 W. 33rd  
  kathy@associatedcounsel.com 
 
  Sean Jez (2008) 
  Cell: 713-305-4481 
  825 W. 31st  
  sean-jez@fleming-law.com 
 

  Section 2: 
  Ed de Alba (2010) 
  President 
  Cell: 713 628-7008 
  744 W. 43rd 
  ferrocem@yahoo.com 
 
  Lori Kennedy (2009) 
  Home: 713-691-6833 
  750 Sue Barnett Dr. 
  lorikgomo@bluefunk.com 
 
  Jason Mercer (2008) 
  Home: 281-433-3150 
  726 W. 41st  
  jason_f_mercer@hotmail.com 
 

  Section 3: 
  Mike Dishberger (2008) 
  Home: 713-695-7916 
  862 W. 42nd  
  dishberger@aol.com 
 
  Lynn Sievers (2008) 
  Home: 713-691-4789 
  851 Lamonte Lane 
  sieverslynn@hotmail.com 
 
  Richard Stark (2008) 
  Home: 713-691-1067 
  1335 Sue Barnett Drive 
  rstark@lucasgroup.com 
 

  Section 5: 
  Malcolm Taylor (2008) 
  Home: 713-956-8872 
  1030 W. 41st  
  malcolmtaylor@chevrontexaco.com 
 
  Tim Weltin (2008) 
  Home: 713 540-5315 
  1567 Sue Barnett Drive 
  timweltin@mycase.info 
 
  John Ciccarelli (2009) 
  Home: 713-688-8285 
  4310 Apollo Street 
  ciccarelli@intergate.com 
 
 
  Terms expire at end of October  
  of the Year in parenthesis. 

Garden Oaks has had a great re-
sponse to the curbside recycling pro-
gram. The next curbside recycling 
dates are July 8 and July 22. If any-
one needs another (or their first) free 
green recycling bin, call 3-1-1 or order 
online at http://www.houstontx.gov 
 
I have extra green recycling bins and 
will be happy to drop one off to any-
one who contacts me (with their name 
and address) at  
FallingwaterT@yahoo.com or 713-
691-6505. Last monthôs Gazette listed 
my email address incorrectly, so if 
you emailed me and didnôt get a re-
sponse, your message is out in cyber-
space. 
 
If you need paper/cardboard recycling 
more often than every two weeks, 
several green/gold-colored recycling 
dumpsters are located near the 
neighborhood. Remember to flatten 
out cardboard so it doesnôt take up 
too much room. 
 
Locations for paper recycling include: 
1)  Parking lot of Garden Oaks Baptist 
Church on N. Shepherd 
 
2)  Parking lot of St. Rose of Lima 
Catholic Church, corner of Brinkman 
and Wakefield 
 
3)  Front of the Home School Store at 
1355 Judiway, between Oak Forest 
Dr. and Ella 
 
4)  Parking lot of the YMCA on W. 34th 
St. 
 
Glass Recycling 
The city does not pick up glass; how-
ever, there is a glass-recycling reposi-
tory near Garden Oaks located on 
Guese Street, just off Judiway, west 
of Ella Blvd. Four large dumpsters 
accept clear, green and brown-
colored glass 24-hours a day. Glass 
is sorted by colors. 
 
July Civic Club Speakers  
Cover 3-1-1 and Recycling 

At the July 1st civic club meeting, rep-
resentatives from the Cityôs 3-1-1 Di-
vision and Solid Waste Division 
(recycling) will be speaking. This will 

be a good time to get your 3-1-1 or re-
cycling questions answered. 
 
Planet Green 

For people interested in finding out 
more about eco-friendly living, Planet 
Green, a great new 24-hour eco-
lifestyle TV network started airing in 
early June on Channel 328 for Com-
cast, Channel 286 via DirecTV and 
Channel 194 on the Dish Network. 
 
 

Gazette Block Captain of the 
Month Announced 
Dian Austin 
 
The monthly Gazettes are delivered to 
your door by a host of volunteers.  There 
are about 42 individuals, couples, and/or 
families that deliver the Gazette to 1400+ 
homes each month.  Some have delivered 
for over 20 years; others are fairly new. 
Some deliver only on their block; others 
deliver to homes far from where they live. 
Some deliver multiple blocks; others de-
liver a single block.  Whatever the case, 
the Civic Club appreciates their help and 
continued dedication. Starting with this 
month, a Gazette Block Captain of the 
Month will be named. 
 
July 2008 block captains are Amy and Bill 
Shaughnessy, who live with their 3-year-
old daughter, Clare, in the 900 block of 
Gardenia; that is also the block to which 
they deliver Gazettes.  Amy and Bill have 
been living in Garden Oaks since 1994. 
They are civic club members, active in 
GoKids and also volunteer during the 
home tour. 
 
Bill comes highly recommended by 
neighbors:  ñIf you want to make sure you 
get the Gazette on time every time, move 
to the 900 block of Gardenia.  You will not 
be sorry.  He also smokes a mean brisket.  
Go Bill!!ò 
 
Amy and Bill win a $25 gift certificate to 
Tonyôs Mexican Restaurant on Ella Blvd. 
Thanks, Amy and Bill, for your help! 
 
If anyone else wants to join the Great  
Gazette Delivery Team or if youôd like to 
nominate your block captain for the 
monthly prize, call Dian Austin at  
713-691-6505 or email her at 
 fallingwatert@yahoo.com  (And if you 
never, ever get your Gazette on time, let 
me know too!) 

 

mailto:fallingwatert@yahoo.com
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 Constable Program Needs Additional Funds 
Terry Jeanes & Susan Love-Saranie 

Crimes statistics are down as reported 
at last monthôs Civic Club meeting 
thanks to the proactive patrolling of our 
three deputies who provide security 
coverage 120 hours per week. This is 
great news but the Constable program 
needs your monetary help to underwrite 
the morning deputy or else weôll lose 
this security coverage by September. 
 
If youôve not supported the Constable 
program, now is your chance. Fill out 
the contribution form found in this 
Gazette or download the form at 
 http://www.gardenoaks.org/Resources/
ContributorForm.pdf 
 
The yearly fee is $180 per household. 
This can be paid in one lump sum or be 
paid monthly through a bank draft of 
$15 per month. If you have any ques-
tions, contact Terry Jeanes at 713-812-
9154 or at terry@terryjeanes.com 
 
Benefits of the Constable program. 

¶ 120 hours a week of security cover-

age Vacation watch services. 
Download form at: 

www.gardenoaks.org/Resources/
VacationWatch.pdf 

¶ Alarm response 

¶ Safer neighborhood 

¶ Direct access to Precinct One 

Constable Dispatch at 713-755-7628 

¶ Street patrolling which raises the 

level of security 

¶ Quick response time by highly 

trained deputies adds value to homes/

property and to quality of life 
 
In addition, help us welcome our new 
deputy, Dell Baker Valderas. Deputy 
Valderas joined our neighborhood 
patrol last month.  

http://www.gardenoaks.org/Resources/ContributorForm.pdf
http://www.gardenoaks.org/Resources/ContributorForm.pdf
mailto:terry@terryjeanes.com
http://www.gardenoaks.org/Resources/VacationWatch.pdf
http://www.gardenoaks.org/Resources/VacationWatch.pdf
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Reference Numbers 

Emergency Services 

911 

 

HPD Non Emergency Services     

713-884-3131 

 

All other City Services 

311 

 

Constable Dispatch 

713-755-7628 

Welcome New Neighbors 

939 W 42nd, 959 Gardenia, 1047 Al-
thea, 818 W 43rd, 826 W 31st, 3101 
Lawrence, 1449 Sue Barnett, 1026 W 
43rd, 424 W 32nd, 524 W 30th and 822 
W 32nd 
 
July Birthdays 
Caroline McLean 1st, Claire Elizabeth 
Balance 2nd, MT Herring 7th, Clare 
Foley Bell 10th, Kaplan Martinez 12th 
and a double birthday wish to Sterling 
& Sean Walden 16th. 
 
Other Birthdays 

A special belated June 13th birthday 
wish to Antonio G. Campos who 
turned 103. Antonio was born in 1905 
and lives in Section 5 with daughter 
and son-in-law, Al & Jo Ann Jones. 
 
Scott Easterly was "roasted" at a Sur-
prise Birthday Party on June 14th cele-
brating his 55th! 
 
Shana Tatum celebrated the big ñ40ò 
along with family members, neighbor-
hood friends and elementary school 
friends at a party on Lake Sam 
Rayburn June 21. 
   
Congratulations 
Carey Berry, who recently got ac-
cepted into the 5-year PhD Nursing 
program at UT Health Sciences. 
 
Al Irvin, who just adopted another res-
cue dog, Lila, to be best friends with 
Tux. 
 
Jim and Marie Keeling and to Mark 
and Nancy Polasek whose yards 
were recently featured in a national 
day lily tour welcoming day lily society 
visitors from the U.S., Canada and 
other countries. 
  
Travels 
Adrian Berry just returned from a 
week-long geological field assignment 
in Ireland. 
 
Mel and Ken Johnson just returned 
from England and Poland. Mel was 
visiting her mum in the UK and Ken 
was on a teaching/geological field trip 
to Poland. 

 
Patty Walters just returned from a trip 
to Palo Duro Canyon. 
 
Condolences 

¶ Gale Gorman and family who lost  
their 15-year old pug, Sweet Duke of 
Wildwood. 

¶ Mark and Susan Saranie who lost 

their dog, Spence. 
 
 
 
FYI 
Bead Atelier is hosting a Christmas in 
July trunk show featuring local artists' 
one-of-a-kind fun jewelry at affordable 
prices on Friday, July 25 from 6-9 p.m. 
A reading of ñThe Night Before Christ-
masò will be performed by one of Hous-
ton's renowned poets, Donna Garrett. 
 
Join Bead Atelier for early Christmas 
spirit and holiday joy! For information, 
visit www.beadatelier.com or call 
713.862.1223 or stop by the store at 
3838 N. Shepherd Dr. in the Garden 
Oaks Shopping Center. 
 
To highlight an event, celebration,  
or other tidbit, contact Terry Jeanes  
at 713-812-9154 or 
terry@terryjeanes.com 

Heard Under the Oak Tree 
Terry Jeanes  

Yard of the Month 
 

3123 Lawrence 
The Keelings 

mailto:terry@terryjeanes.com


Donôt Forget Youôre an  
additional Eyes and Ears! 

 
Call the Constable dispatch if you ever 

see anything suspicious  
at 713-755-7628  

no matter the time of day.  
Your call could make the difference!  

 
GO Sisterhood Meeting Supports  
the Houston Area Womenôs Center 

  
It's summertime and the living is easy, so join the Garden Oaks Sisterhood  

at the July 17th meeting for a cool evening of fun and friendship. Our hostess  
for the evening is Sally McDaniel who lives at 1506 Sue Barnett.  

The meeting begins at 7:30 p.m. 
 

This meeting will support the Houston Area Women's Center (HAWC).   
Sally asks each sister to bring at least one item on HAWC's wish list such as  
women's and children's new or gently used clothing, shoes and kitchen items.  

For an extensive list, go to their website at:  
http://www.hawc.org/site/?c=ptJUJ6MPIqE&b=3783401 

 
The Sisterhood meets every third Thursday of the month and all Garden Oaks 

women are invited to attend. Bring a beverage or snack to share. 
 

To find out more, call Dea Larson at 281-920-0325, email her at  
dealarson@aol.com or go to: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/GO_Sisterhood/ 

Advertising & Article Submission Guidelines 

The Garden Oaks Gazette is the official 
publication of the Garden Oaks Civic 
Club and is published on a monthly  
basis. It is hand delivered to 1,550 
homes, the first week of the month. The 
Gazetteôs primary purpose is to dis-
seminate information about Civic Club 
activities and community events. 
 
All articles must be submitted by the 
15th of each month for publication the 
following month. Contributing articles 
will be printed at the Editorôs discretion 
and edited according to space availabil-
ity. Publication of any article not related 
to the Civic Club does not imply en-
dorsement by the Garden Oaks Civic 
Club and is solely the opinion of the 
author. 

Size Single Six Months Twelve 
Months 

2 1/4 x 2 3/8 $60.00 $300.00 $580.00 

4 1/5 x 2 3/8 $90.00 $485.00 $920.00 

Half Page $110.00   

Full Page $180.00   

Back Cover $300.00   

Inserts (full page 
only, single or double 
sided) Color request 
extra charge. 

$300.00   

1. Placement of the ad is at the dis-
cretion of the editor. 
2. Camera-ready artwork must be 
submitted by the 15th of each month 
for publication the following month 
and emailed to: 
 gazette@gardenoaks.org 
3. Artwork must be emailed in the fol-
lowing formats: 
    JPEG (.jpg) or GIF (.gif) 

Payment Guidelines 
BY CREDIT CARD: Payments will  be 
accepted via PayPal. 'Send money' to 
treasurer@gardenoaks.org via PayPal. 
The instructions are on the PayPal site. 
Note on the 'Review Your Payment' 
page what the money is for, i.e. one  
2 ¼ X 2 3/8 ad in the (month) Gazette. 
 
BY CHECK: Checks should be made 
out to the Garden Oaks Civic Club and 
mailed to P.O. Box 10273, Houston, 
Texas 77206, ATTENTION: Jerry But-
ler, Civic Club Treasurer. 
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Critter Corner 
Casey and Mau Mau Farris 

July is here and it is hot. So watch out 
for those pets on the hot cement and 
give them lots of cool water. An out-
side fan will help cool your dog and 
also keep the mosquitoes away. It is 
too hot for a pet to be left in the car 
for even a minute. If you jog with your 
dog, do so early morning or late eve-
ning and take water along. If it is over 
85 degrees dogs cannot cool them-
selves fast enough to be running. 
 
Pet of the Month 
 ñMessrs. Julyò are Teddy (Poodle) 
and Nacho (Dachshund) Briones. 
They live in Section I with their 
mother, Sheila. Teddy is five-years 
old and was bought from a vagrant 
passing through the neighborhood. 
Nacho is one-year old and came to 
Sheila as a puppy from her relatives 
in Virginia. Teddy is easy-going and 
likes to be held and snuggled. Nacho, 
on the other hand, is all play. He 
loves to be in the backyard barking at 
squirrels and he also likes his 
squeaky toys. His favorite is the 
stuffed frog given by owners of Lexi, 
the Wonder Dog. Since Nacho came 
along Teddy has taken on the role of 
big brother and the pair play very well 
together. They play chase and run in 
circles around the barbeque pit. 
Teddy has learned that he can stop 
circling and rest for a while before 
Nacho even notices he is circling by 
himself. Most of you know Sheila 
Briones as she has participated, or-
ganized, or led many functions in the 
neighborhood. Well, behind every 
good woman is a great pair of ca-
nines! 
 
Critters 101: The Human-Dog  
Connection 
About 12,000 years ago hunter-
gatherers (in what is now Israel) 
placed a body in a grave with its hand 
cradling a puppy. Whether it was a 
dog or wolf cannot be known. The 
burial is among the earliest fossil evi-
dence of the dogôs domestication. 
Scientists know the process was un-
derway about 14,000 years ago but 
donôt agree as to why. Some argue 
that humans adopted wolf pups and 
that natural selection favored those 
less aggressive and better at begging 

for food. Others say dogs domesticated 
themselves by adapting to a new 
nicheðhuman refuse dumps. Scaveng-
ing canids that were less likely to flee 
from people survived in this niche, and 
succeeding generations became in-
creasingly tame. According to biologist 
Raymond Coppinger, ñAll that was se-
lected for was that one traitðthe ability 
to eat in proximity to people.ò At the 
molecular level not much changed at 
all. The DNA makeup of wolves and 
dogs is almost identical. A poodle or 
dachshund is as closely related to a 
wolf as to each other. 
 
The dog evolved in the company of hu-
mans and cannot exist without them. 
Even the dogs living wild depend on 
proximity to humans. The human-dog 
relationship has become so intimate 
that biologist James Serpell writes, 
ñThe domestic dog exists precariously 
in the no-manôs-land between the hu-
man and nonhuman é neither person 
nor beast.ò 
 
Have you ever felt totally in tune with 
your dog? Well, scientifically speaking, 
you are. 
 
Casey Farris is owner/operator of Bone 
Voyage Pet Sitting Services and Go 
Dog USA, Home of the Go Dog Social 
Club and Go Dog Academy @ Urban 
Tails. Mau Mau is owner/operator of 
Casey. Please forward your questions 
and pet news to  
Casey@GoDogUSA.com or call  
713-688-6363. 



Garden Club News 
Trish Mehrkam & Robert DeVeau 
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Thanks to all who attended the June 
Garden Club meeting. We learned 
about koi, koi ponds and water gardens 
without koi. Following are a few tips we 
want to pass along. 
 
Koi Fish and Ponds 
Ponds have to be deep, 4 feet or more, 
so that the fish have room to swim and 
exercise by diving to the bottom and 
back up. The sides of the pond should 
not slope to ensure that certain koi-
loving critters cannot reach the fish. Do 
not have water plants in a koi pond as 
the fish will usually eat the plants. Koi 
fish food is available at most pet stores. 
Most people make mistakes when first 
trying to raise koi. Therefore, buy inex-
pensive koi, $25 or less per fish. Then, 
when the inevitable happens, you will 
not have lost a large investment. For 
additional information about koi and 
water gardens, visit the Lone Star Koi 
Club website at www.lonestarkoi.com 
 
Annual Plant Swap 

Our next meeting will be at 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, September 11, at the Ga-
zebo Park where Sue Barnett, 42nd and  

Lamonte intersect. This will be our 
Annual Plant Swap where everyone 
gets a chance to trade extras from 
your garden for goodies that others 
want to share. If you donôt have any 
plants to swap, we will have more 
than enough to share. 
 
Bring anything that you think another 
gardener might want such as mature 
plants, divisions, or seedlings of per-
ennials, annuals, vegetables or herbs; 
rooted and un-rooted cuttings, bulbs, 
shrubs and trees, seeds, and house-
plants. Donôt overlook any garden 
tools, pots, or books that you no 
longer want. Label your plants clearly 
with the common name, color of 
bloom, and light requirements. Bring 
an extra box or flat for taking home 
your new treasures and please, donôt 
bring anything to sell. 
 
You will be asked to sort your goodies 
according to category (flowers for 
shade, flowers for sun, shrubs and 
trees, vegetables and herbs, house-
plants, etc.). After a brief description 
of what is available, the swap will  

begin. During each round, everyone 
helps themselves to one plant each 
until everything is gone. This is an infor-
mal way to exchange information, 
seeds, and stories. Itôs a great way to 
come across old-fashioned plants we 
canôt find in catalogues or plant stores. 
Everyone is invited to come for a free 
plant and enjoy the evening. We will 
have a drawing for a door prize for 
guests. 
 
Garden Club meetings are open to all 
residents and friends of Garden Oaks. 
You do not have to be a member to 
attend an event or meetings. Annual 
dues are $25.00. For more information, 
call Chris Lindsay at 713-819-8412. 
The Garden Club usually meets the 
second Thursday of each month at 7:00 
p.m. in the community meeting room at 
the Kroger store on W. 43rd Street. The 
Garden Club will NOT be meeting the 
months of July and August. 
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2008 Garden Oaks Home & Garden Tour Raises $18,000 for Neighborhood 
Sheila Briones, 2008 Chairman 

The biennial Home & Garden Tour is 
the Garden Oaks Civic Clubôs largest 
fundraiser, and the 2008 tour raised 
$18,000 to support neighborhood pro-
jects.  
 
The 2008 Tour, ñBeyond the Garden 
Gate,ò was held Sunday, April 20. A 
sunny day brought over 450 neighbors 
and visitors to tour six unique homes 
and four stunning gardens.   
 
Hosting part of the Tour at your home 
or in your backyard is a substantial 
commitment of time and energy.  We 
are thankful for the following home and 
garden owners who made this yearôs 
Tour so appealing: Tammy Ayers, 
Tami Earl and Renee Shaver, Geor-
gia Lister and Hal Bowman, Kristy 
and Kevin Murphy, Bill and Kris 
Flanagan, James Flowers and Mi-
chael Beard, Xavier Pena, and David 
Suhler.  Thank you also to their 

neighbors for their patience on the day 
of the event.  The staff, students and 
volunteers at Garden Oaks Elementary 
also deserve a special mention for 
showcasing their inspired garden.  

 
 
 

While the Tour was only open to the 
public on Sunday, Saturday nightôs 
Preview Party raised 26% of the 
weekendôs total proceeds.  After a 
ósneak peakô of the homes and gar-
dens, over 180 guests attended the 
Preview Party and auction downtown 
at Treebeards Restaurant.  Your 
friends and neighbors ate, drank, and 
then danced to the music of the Eric 
Korb Trio, featuring Garden Oaks 
resident Georgia Lister.  Holly 
Veech did an extraordinary job of 
planning this event.  If you missed it 
this year, donôt make the same mis-
take next time!   

This yearôs Preview Party auction, 
chaired by Deanna Zugheri, replaced 
our live auction with a ñBig Boardò 
bidding system. This lively way of bid-
ding led to some tense bidding wars 
at the end of the night!  
 

 

.  

All proceeds from the Home & Garden 
Tour directly benefit Garden Oaks and 
the surrounding community, including 
Garden Oaks Elementary, the Garden 
Oaks Citizens on Patrol program, the 
Gazette and neighborhood beautifica-
tion.  The Tourôs supporters and under-
writers made a significant impact on the 
amount of money we were able to raise 
for the neighborhood.  When you have 
a choice, please give your business to 
the fine companies and individuals 
listed on the yellow insert in this issue 
of the Gazette.  
 

     See you on the Tour trail in 
2010!  
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volunteers:  The Tatum Five (Jay, 
Shana, Reid, Reilly, & James), The 
Godoys (Omar, Candy, & Omar Jr.), 
Jonathan Morgan, Ed & Brenda de 
Alba and Shelley Rogers.  
 
Sheila Briones and Ed de Alba spread 
pine straw mulch on the Rose Garden 
located in Section 1 on April 13th. 
 
Special thanks go to Aimee & Tyler 
Flood, Section 1A for their donation to 
help maintain the Randall Street Berm 
and to Christine & Brian Ussher, Sec-
tion 2 for their donation to maintain 
Garden Oaks Boulevard.  If you donôt 
have the free time or desire to partici-
pate in one of the workdays but enjoy 
the benefit of living near one, follow the 
Floods & the Usshers example by 
sending a donation to the Civic Clubôs 
Beautification budget. 
 
Beautification efforts are on temporary 
hiatus until things cool down other than 
maintaining the sprinkler systems until 
October. 

March and April were busy months 
making sure our green spaces were 
spruced up in time for this yearôs 
Home and Garden Tour held Sunday, 
April 20th. 
 
The Gazebo Park, located in Section 
3, was cleaned March 29th:  Thanks 
are extended to Bill Holden, Scott 
Easterly, Dian Austin, Ray Trantham, 
Ed & Brenda de Alba and Shelley 
Rogers for weeding, raking, and 
planting annuals.  The blue Louisiana 
irises planted on the east side of the 
park were absolutely gorgeous this 
year! 
 
Workday for the Garden Oaks Boule-
vard in Section 2 was April 5th:  Lux-
ury Lawns performed quarterly main-
tenance on the Boulevard prior to the 
workday April 5th.  David Bartula, Lux-
ury Lawns owner, donated a trailer full 
of hardwood mulch, along with the 
labor cost of spreading the mulch.  
Pine straw mulch was put on top of 
the hardwood mulch to conserve  
additional moisture by the following 

Beautification Committee Busy During March & April 
Brenda & Ed de Alba   

The news continues to be good on the local crime front.  According to the HPD 
web site there has been a drop in reported crime of almost 50% this year through 
April.  I hope this trend continues, however, with rising prices of gasoline and other 
essentials, some folks might resort to illegal activity to make ends meet.  Be extra 
vigilant and report any suspicious activities or persons to the proper authorities. 
   
The date for National Night Out has changed for Texas.   
This year National Night Out will be held Tuesday, October 7, 2008. 

 
April Crime Statistics (5) 
Assaults (2) 
700 block of Sue Barnett Dr., Tuesday, April 8th at 8:00 p.m. (residence) 
200 block of W. 33rd St., Thursday, April 24th at 4:45 p.m. (apartment) 
 
Burglary (2) 
500 block of W. 30th St., Monday, April 7th at 9:15 a.m. (residence) 
1000 block of Lamonte, Monday, April 28th at 4:40 a.m. (residence) 
 
Driving While Intoxicated (1) 
900 block of W. 43rd St., Monday, April 7th at 12:16 a.m. (street) 
 
Inquires about joining the Citizens Patrol Program or other community safety  
issues can be directed to me via the neighborhood website  
www.GardenOaks.org or to the COP email account at  
GOCOP77018@AOL.com or by phone at 713-864-1992. 

Citizens Patrol Program 
Carl Waters, Jr.   

   

mailto:GOCOP77018@AOL.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

       

           July 2008 

 Deadline for  
Gazette  

Submissions 
(no exceptions) 

GOMO Meeting 
7pm   

4001 N. Shepherd 

GO Sisterhood 
7:30 PM  

1506 Sue Barnett 

Recycling 

Civic Club  
Meeting at  

GO Elementary 
7pm 

July 4th  
Bicycle Parade 
10am SPARK Park 

Recycling 


